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TO THE 


R E A D E R. 


/ M this time of publick Danger, when 
all Heads, Hands and Hearts 
ought to be employed for the Support 


and Preſervation of our preſent happy 
Conſtitution, it will not ] hope be thought 


either unſeaſonable or impertinent to en- 
deavour to contribute though in the ſmall- 
eft degree towards ſo good a Work, by \ 
putting the following Diſcourſe into the 
hands of my Pariſhioners and Neigh- 
bours, with a view of its becoming more 
effetually and extenſively uſeful. I am 


ſenſible of its many Defects, but as my 
Zeal alone for the Publick Good occaſions 


its Publication, ſo ] hope that will plead 
their Excuſe with every candid and 
ingenuous Reader. 
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The beginning of Strife is as when 
one letteth out Water ; therefore 
leave off Contention before it be 
meddled with, 


HE Author of this Book was ſo emi- 

nent for his Wiſdom and Experience 

in the World, that without conſidering him 
as an inſpired Writer, his Counſels are worthy 
our molt ſerious attention, and will whenever 
punctually followed, be found to contribute 
to our caſe and quiet, peace and happineſs, in 
an extraordinary degree. A more fignal an- 
ſtance of whoſe excellence, cannot be met 
with than in the words of the Text, where 
we are told of the ill conſequences of Strife 
and Contention, and prudently adviſed to guard 
againſt them with the utmoſt caution, The 
beginning of Strife, ſays he, is as when one 
A letteth 
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letteth out Water, i. e. as when the Banks of a 
River are cut, the neighbouring Country is 
immediately o'erflowed, and the Waters can- 
not eaſily be reduced into their Channel again; 
ſo are the firſt Breaches between Men, which 
if not quickly and carefully ſtop'd, often 
carry them beyond their primary Intentions, 
yea ſometimes fuch lengths, as the warmeſt 
Imagination could never have conceived. 
Thoroughly ſenſible then of this truth, he 
earneſtly exhorts them 7o leave off Contention 
before it be meddled with; which may be thus 
paraphraſed: — If any occaſion of Difference 
ſhould ariſe, as from the various ſituations 
Men are placed in, and their Paſſions and In- 


tereſts ſometimes interfering with each other, 


catmot probably always be avoided, it ſeems 
moſt adviſeable to make it up as ſoon as may 
be, before it ſpreads too far, before both Par- 


ties Fave involved themfelves in ſuch Diffi- 


culties and Troubles, as like a Deluge of Wa- 
ters will carry Deſolation and „ 
Nee with them. 


The lementable Examples of Unhappineſs 
and Miſery in Private Families, ariſing from 
a quarrelſome contentious Diſpoſition, are too 

many 


65) 


many to ſuffer us once to doubt of its ill ef- 
fects; where it often fatally interrupts all do- 
meſtick peace and quiet, dividing the Father- 
in-law and the Son-in-law, the Daughter-in-law 
and the Mother-in-law, cauſing Brethren to 
betray each other, Children to riſe up againſt 


Parents, and Parents to deliver up their Chil. 
dren to death. 


But the Miſchiefs of this unhappy Temper 
do not ſtop here, for it often gives riſe to ſuch 
Conteſts and Differences between Friends and 
Neighbours, between Profeſſors of the fame 
Religion (of a Religion too that breaths no- 
thing but Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of Spirit 
into its Votaries) as not only prevent thoſe mu- 
tual kind Offices, whereby Life may be ren- 
dered agreeable and pleaſant, but introduces 
in their ſtead illnatured Cenſures and ſevere 
Reflections, and occaſions them to watch for 
opportunities of doing ill turns one to an- 
other. | 

And when this Humour is ſtill farther dif- 
fuſed, and inſtead of diſcharging itſelf upon 
Particulars, is diſpoſed to calumniate and in- 
terrupt the regular Adininiſtration of the Pub- 
lick, it then becomes Faction and Rebellion 
| A 2 the 
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the ill Conſequences of which to a State, as 
they ſeem to be more particularly neceſſary to 
be conſidered at this Seaſon, I ſhall beg leave 
to enlarge upon, and thence infer the neceſſity 
of guarding againſt the very beginning of Strife, 
of leaving off Contention before 1t has carried 
us too great lengths, and thereby involved us 
in ſuch Miſery and Slavery, as it may be no 
eaſy matter to extricate ourſelves out of. 


The Uſefulneſs and Neceflity of Civil Go- 
vernment cannot but be evident to all ; and 
they who are ſenſible of this muſt likewiſe 
know, that upon whatever Foundation it be 
| placed, it can never be ſupported as it ought, 
| without great regard and deference paid to 
thoſe in whoſe hands it is intruſted; on which 

account it is that St, Peter exhorts to ſubmit 
| to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, 
_ whether it be to the King as Supreme, or unto 
| Governors as unto them that are ſent for the 

Puniſhment of evil dbers, and for the Praiſe of 
them that do well *. To ſhew a forwardneſs 
therefore in complaining of their Conduct, 
without ſome extraordinary Reaſons, can no 


* 2 Pet, 13. 14, 
K way 
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way be juſtified ; it betrays a factions, conten- 
tious Diſpoſition, the Miſchiefs of which, Men 
have been too often convinced of by woful 
experience ever to call in queſtion ; it may not 


however be amiſs occaſionally to remind them 
— -*-- --- 


And the fir/t that offers itſelf to our con- 
ſideration is, the Interruption given to Go- 
vernors in the execution of their Offices, by 
ſpreading flanderous and malicious reports of 
them, and thereby lowering them in the opi- 
nion of the People. Now we know that 
unleſs Men can be brought to think well of 
the Integrity and Abilities of the Perſons ſet 
over them, and thereby be prevailed with to 
hold them in ſome degree of eſteem, tis im- 
poſſible to keep up their Authority, and that 
they ſhould ſce to the execution of the Laws 
in the manner they ought. The beſt Go- 
vernment with a weak and contemptible Ma- 
giſtrate at its Head cannot be ſupported with 
Dignity ; nor will the compleateſt Syſtem of 
Laws avail much to a Nation, when the Diſ- 

penſers of them have loſt their Credit and 
| Reputation, To undermine theſe then by any 
wicked and {landerous Inſinuations, is doing 

| the 
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the greateſt prejudice to Civil Government, the 
ſtability. of which has been faid in good mea- 
ſure to depend upon them; to inſtill ground- 
leſs Jealouſies and Suſpicions into Men's minds, 
is ſowing the ſeeds of future Miſchiefs, which 
oftentimes take ſuch a liking to the ſoil, and 
thrive there ſo vigorouſly, as to become pro- 
ductive of ſuch variety of Evils as could not 
eaſily be foreſeen, nor when come to light, 
prevented, though they are ever ſo deſirous of 
it. A prudent Man therefore and a Wellwiſher 
to the Peace and Proſperity of his Country, 
well knowing of what conſequence it is to 
any Society to have its Governors reſpected, 
will cautiouſly avoid every attack of this kind; 
and will think it his duty to defend them 
when any ſuch attempt is made upon their 
Reputation, unleſs the Miſconduct complained 


of ſhould be too flagrant to bear a om 
cation, 


nt Men of this turbulent Diſpoſition, 
who think themſelves injured in a few Par- 
ticulars, and thoſe perhaps really of no great 
moment if impartially conſidered, whatever 
their ſentiments of them may be, are often ſo 
2 as to ſet themſelves in oppoſition to 
| every 
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every thing propoſed, and will ſuffer nothing 
right or wrong to paſs, till their imaginary 
Grievances are redreſſed; by which means the 
Wheels of Government are ſo clogged, and 
thoſe in the Adminiſtration brought into ſuch 
Difficulties, as to be diſabled from effectually 
purſuing Meaſures calculated for the common 
Good, and often thereby obliged to take others 
leſs advantageous to the Publick, Inſomuch 
that the Murmurs of querulous diſſatisfied 
Men, inſtead of remedying (which is ever the 
end pretended to be had in view) are frequent- 
ly the occaſion of Miſmanagement; yea, thoſe 
very Hardſhips they ſo loudly complain of, are 
not ſeldom of their own cauſing, the Magiſtrate 
being obliged by the interruption he meets 
with from ſuch reſtleſs Spirits, to take ſome 
extraordinary ſteps, and to make uſe of 
rougher methods of compaſling his ends than 
he at firſt propoſed. — It ſhould ſeem then far 
more adviſeable to make allowance for ſmall 
Miſtakes, to ſubmit patiently to little Tncon- 
veniences, than to endeavour by ſecret Whiſ- 
pers or open Clamours, to give any obſtruction 
to the Government, and by that means, un- 
deſignedly perhaps, give riſe to ſuch Diſturb- 
ances, as you can never tell what will be the 

end 
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end of: for when theſe. are once ſet on foot, 
you cannot fay, Thus far ſhall ye go and no 
farther ; they often excceding"the Imagination 
in their Career, and like Waters broke looſe 


overturn every thing in their way, ſcattering 
far and wide Miſery and Ruin, 


But Thirdly. The Miſchiefs of this factious 
diſcontented Spirit are not bounded here; theſe 
Murmurs and Complaints, theſe Slanders and 
Reproaches, are only a fort of Prelude to Acts 
of Violence. Hence the Peace of a Nation is 
fatally interrupted, Parties are formed full of 
Rage and Animoſity againſt each other, who 
{cruple not taking any Methods juſt or unjuſt, 
of maintaining and defending themſelves, whilſt 
they blame the wiſeſt Meaſures of their An- 
tagoniſts, and magnify every little Overſight 
to a prodigious degree, Wicked and ill- 
deſigning Men loſe no opportunity of che- 
riſhing and fomenting theſe Diviſions, and 
often by ſubtle Inſinuations lead Men un- 
wittingly as it were ſo far in their pernicious 
Schemes, before they perceive their ill ten- 
dency and bad conſequences, that even when 
they do ſee them, they begin to think it too 
late to retract, and fo through fear are made 

ne 
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inſtruments of executing their moſt horrid En- 
terprizes, againſt the Dictates of their own 
Conſciences. And when by ſuch Artifices as 
theſe, Men are wrought up to a proper pitch, 
open Hoſtilities commence, Miſery and Deſo- 
lation ſoon ſpread themſelves over the face of 
a Country, whilſt its Inhabitants inſtead of 
minding their proper Employments are up in 
Arms againſt each other ; and what is ſhock- 
ing even to think of, Men of the ſame Na- 


tion, of the ſame Neighbourhood, yea poſſibly 


of the ſame Religion too, are ſeen enibruing 
their hands in one another's Blood. And when 
things are once come to theſe extremities, Ma- 
giſtrates ſoon loſe their Authority, the Laws 
themſelves are trampled under-foot, and the 
end thereof is often the endangering the Eſta- 
bliſhment both in Church and State. 


By ſuch inteſtine Commotions as theſe, the 
beſt conſtituted Government, built upon the 
firmeſt and moſt durable Foundations, the 
Work of Ages in bringing to Perfection, and 
which might have preſerved a People who 
knew their own Intereſt, happy for many 
Generations, is ſometimes ſuddenly overturned, 
as it were by a ruſhing mighty Wind: — When 
"W be- 
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behold, inſtead of that Calm and Quiet, theſe 
Diſturbers of Mankind flattered their Adhe- 
rents would ſoon be obtained by a reſolute 
purſuit of their Meaſures, inſtead of a Redreſs 
of Grievances and a Removal of Old Evils, a 
new Scene of Miſeries preſents itſelf, more 
terrible by far than thoſe heretofore complained 
of. Anarchy and Confuſion lead the Van, In- 
Juſtice and Oppreſſion follow, whilſt Slaughter 
and Deſolation with a long Train of Calamities 
bring up the Rear. | 


Farther ill conſequences of theſe unhappy 
Diſſentions are the interruption of Trade, the 
neglect of Agriculture, and in ſhort a dif- 
couragement of all kind of Induſtry and 
Learning. For whilſt the Manufacturer ſees all 
things in. Diſorder and Confuſion about him, 
and cannot be aſſured of reaping the fruits of 
his Induſtry, he is too apt to become careleſs 
and negligent, and deſpairing of Advancement 
by fair and honeſt means, is cafily induced, in 
hopes of Plunder, to join with the Robbers 
and Spoilers of his Country. The Merchant in 
like manner is diſcouraged from the purſuit of 
Foreign Trade, by the little proſpect he has of 
ſecuring his Wealth when it is come home. 

| And 
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And the Huſbandman from ſowing his Fields 
and planting Vineyards, by the uncertainty of 
reaping their Produce, whilſt licentious Armies 
take upon them 7o gather where they have not 
ftrowed, to reap where they ſowed not. And the 
Progreſs and Advancement of Learning muſt 
be effectually diſcouraged, whenever Men are 
deprived of the liberty of thinking and judging 
freely for themſelves, whenever its juſt Rewards 
are either withheld or converted to ſerve the 
purpoſes of Superſtition, or whenever they are 
beſtowed upon Perſons who have no other 
merit to recommend them, than that ariſing 
from their factious ſeditious Behaviour, And 
in ſuch violent Diſorders as theſe, Religion itſelf 
ſeldom eſcapes unmoleſted; its pure and pri- 
mitive Rites and Doctrines are made to give 
place to ſuch as are of Men's Invention, to 
ſuch as are calculated to promote their own 
Worldly ends, rather than God's glory. Its 
ſacred Edifices too are often plundered and 
profaned, whilſt its Profeſſors are treated with 
contempt and ignominy by ſuperſtitious Zealots, 
who in their Rage and Bigotry pretend to do 
God ſervice in propagating their Religion, by 
ſuch Methods as are deſtructive of all Religion, 
whilſt they vainly rob their Creator of the 

B 2 Ho- 
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Honour due unto him alone, by transfering it 
to his Creatures, 


Theſe are ſome few of the manifold Evils 
ariſing from inteſtine Broils and Contention, 
theſe the general conſequences of popular Rage 
and Fury, when all reſtraint is removed, and 
they are ſuffered to diſplay themſelves in their 
own proper form ; which leſt you ſhould be 
fo unfortunate as to experience, leſt ſeduced 
by baſe and treacherous Counſellors, you 
fhould be brought into the fame calamitous 
Circumſtances, both my Duty towards you, 
and Inſtructions from my Dioceſan, oblige me 
in a particular manner to warn you againſt, 
at a time when (I ſpeak it with the great- 
eſt concern) many of His Majeſty's Subjects 
led by ſome fatal Blindneſs; are in open Re- 
bellion againſt Him ; and who have not only 
taken up Arms, but already plunged them in 


the Bowels of ſuch, as have by their oppoſi- 


tion, ſhewed themſelves true Friends to their 
King and Country, in favour of a Perſon, 
whom the Laws of the Land, their own In- 
tereſt, if rightly conſidered, and the moſt ſolemn 
Oaths had laid under the ſtrongeſt obligations 
to reſiſt, And now encouraged by the Suc- 
eeſs they have hitherto met with, they in- 
E | | creaſe 


( 15) 

creaſe: in Numbers, and are in daily expecta- 
tion of Foreign Succours, with which no 
doubt they mean to advance towards us, in 
order to rob us of our Liberties, Properties, 
Religion and every thing that is dear or valu- 
able to a freeborn People, unleſs timely and 
powerfully oppoſed. For what leſs than this 
can be expected from one, who ſhould con- 
quer us by the Aſſiſtance of a Nation which 
has on every occaſion ſhewn itſelf our moſt 
inveterate Enemy; from one who has been 
trained up all his life long in States where the 
moſt Arbitrary Government prevails; and from 
one who muſt himſelf whether he would or 
not, become ſubſervient to thoſe who lend him 
Succours ; we mult I fay from a free and happy 
People, if we knew wherein Happineſs conſiſt- 
ed, become a Nation of Slaves. 


And not only our Liberties but our Proper- 
ties would likewiſe be hereby endangered, for 
the Aiders and Abettors in ſuch a Conqueſt as 
this, we may well imagine would be for the 
moſt Men of deſperate Fortunes, and who 
would undoubtedly demand Rewards ſuitable 
to ſuch deſperate Undertakings ; with which 
they could only be gratified out of the Spoils 
\ Wo 


n 

of thoſe who had ever heretofore ſhewn and 
ſhould particularly on this occaſion approve 
themſelves faithful Subjects to their King and 
true Lovers of their Country; not to infiſt 
upon the dreadful Waſte and Deſolation that 
would unavoidably be made by the Ravages of 
Foreign Armies, with which a Dominion thus 
acquired could only be ſupported, 


But theſe are not all the Loſſes we ſhould 
ſuſtain, for our Religion too (which every Man 
ought to eſteem above Life and Property ) 
muſt be parted with; that Religion which 
God's Providence hath ſo long preſerved in 
theſe Nations pure and uncorrupt, muſt then 
give place to one, abounding with ſuperſtitious 
Rites and erroneous Doctrines, to one calculated 
for the ſupport of Worldly Pomp and Gran- 
dure, and what 1s worſt of all, to one of ſuch 
a cruel, unchriſtian, perſecuting Spirit, that it 
ſpares no one that will not comply with it; as 
we may be too ſenſibly convinced by looking 
over the Annals of that unmerciful Reign of 
Queen Mary, when almoſt every day preſented 

ſome new Scene of Blood and Horror ; or if 
we wanted examples of this at Home, the 
Maſſacre of the Proteſtants in France begun 


ſoon - 
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Toon after, would furniſh us with a moſt dread- 
ful one from Abroad, * 


I doubt not large Promiſes have been, and 
will be made, that none of theſe things ſhall 
again happen; but every one who is in the 
leaſt acquainted with the genius of the Romiſh 
Religion, muſt know, that it obliges not to 
keep faith with Hereticks, as they are ſo cha- 
ritable as to ſtile us, and therefore there can 
be no dependance on ſuch Promiſes. Vea, were 
they really deſirous of keeping them, it would 
not be in their power, ſince they would be ſo 
conſtantly importuned to break them by the 
Emiſſaries of that Church of which they pro- 
feſs themſelves Members, that it would be im- 
poſſible to reſiſt effectually, or if they did, 
they would be ſure of ſuffering for it by ſome 
ſecret Treachery ; ſuch are the Spirit and Tem- 
per of thoſe who call themſelves Catholicks, 
and ſuch the Methods of propagating their 


Superſtition, 


If therefore we have any abhorrence of 
Slavery whether of Body and Mind, or any 


— Begun at Paris in the year 1572, in which accord- 
ing to Thuanus Thirty-thouſand were cut off, according 
to Others more. | 
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value for our happy Conſtitution both of 


Church and State, and are willing to put a 
ſpeedy ſtop to all the Miſeries and Calamities 
of a Civil War (which God knows of how 


long continuance it may otherwiſe be) we muſt 
heartily join in ſupporting the preſent Family 
upon the Throne; which is, whatever may 
have been maliciouſly ſaggeſted to the contrary, 
the only way of continuing to Us and our 
Poſterity, thoſe invaluable Bleſſings of Liberty 
and Peace, we have hitherto enjoyed under 
their Protection. 


If we are wiſe enough to take warning by 


the dreadful Misfortunes that have happened 
to our Forefathers, and which are recorded for 
our Admonition, we may eafily infer the pre- 
ſent neceſſity of purſuing the Wiſe Man's advice, 
in leaving off Contention before it be meddled with, 
in putting a ſtop to it before it is got to too 
great a Head, well weighing this, that when 


“Men are once become guilty, the Laws of 


© a Kingdom do as naturally prevent their re- 
turn to their Duty, as the Banks of a River 


e oppoſe the return of that overflowing Water, 


they had before confined within its proper 
«© Bounds, AR 


Let 


\ 
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Let this Truth then be always fo deeply 
impreſſed upon our Minds, as not only effec- 
tually to prevent making way for thoſe Floods 
of Rage and Fury ſo deſtructive to a State, 
which often diſcompoſe its Frame, yea ſome- 
times overturn its very Foundations, but alſo 
engage us 1n a ſteady adherence to our preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, and in the conſtant purſuit of 
the Welfare and Happineſs of our Country. 
Which if as we ought, we made our conſtant 
practice, Occaſions of Contention would rarely 
happen, they never could but when our Pri- 
vileges were groſsly invaded, which under a 
King ever tender of our Rights and Properties, 
and withall ſtrictly attached to our Laws and 
Conſtitution, no cne can with juſtice fay has 
ever happened, or that there ſeems the leaſt 
reaſon to be apprehenſive may happen. 


To inſtill therefore- into Men's Minds 
groundleſs Fears aud Jealouſies (for ſuch I 
cannot but look upon any that may have been 
of late inſinuated) to murmur and repine at 
at the preſent mild and gentle Adminiſtration, 
and to be ſo extreme as to mark all that is done 
ami ſi, without making any allowance for the 
ſmalleſt Miſtakes, muſt be both offenſive to 

1 God, 
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God, by whom Kings reign, and who hath com- 
manded us to honour them, and in the nature 
of things the greateſt bar to our own Welfare 
and Proſperity. But any Domeſtick Diſſentions 
muſt be more particularly miſchievous at a 
Seaſon, when we have ſo many Foreign and 


powerful Enemies to contend with, who will 
gladly take every advantage of our Diviſions, 


and be pleaſed to ſee us weaken ourſelves, and 
open a Breach wherein they may enter and 


take poſſeſſion. 


But God forbid they ſhould be thus far 
gratified, or we ſo imprudent as to favour their 


moſt ardent Wiſhes by a want of Harmony 
amongſt ourſelves ; No, rather warned of the 


fatal conſequences of unnatural Heats and Ani- 
moſities from thoſe in the laſt Century, be 
taught to avoid falling into the like Confuſions, 
and to live peaceably and amicably together; 
and from the conſideration of our Conteſts 
being no more about Superiority of Parties, 
or things of ſmall moment, but whether we 
ſhall any longer with freedom enjoy our Lives 
and Fortunes, our Laws and Religion, our 
Wives and Children, or ſubmit to the baſeſt con- 
ditions of Slavery, let us inſtantly reſolve to quit 
ourſelves like Men, and laying aſide all private 


Re- 


(ar) 
Reſentment and invidious Diſtinctions, endea- 
vour with united Forces, with one Heart and 
one Mind to repel the common Enemy, and to 
ſupport His Majeſty King GEORGE in all 
his juſt and lawful Rights. | 

I might here have reminded you of the 
Valour and Bravery of your Anceſtors, and 
added many other ſtrong and powerful Motives, 
if I had thought them wanting to rouſe 
your Courage, and animate you farther in 
this glorious Cauſe; but thoſe already men- 
tioned, if duly attended to, cannot fail of hav- 
ing a proper Influence upon every True Briton, 
nor when joined with hearty Prayers to Al- 
mighty God, rendered acceptable by the a- 
mendment of your Lives, for Succeſs againſt 
all your Enemies both at Home and Abroad, of 


gaining his Protection, and then you need not 
fear what Man can do unto you. 


THE END. 


